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Congratulations! 

It is great to hear the news of the birth of your child. Being a 
parent is a wonderful gift from God, but it is also a               
responsibility. It is a real privilege to be a mum or a dad, and it 
is appropriate to acknowledge this occasion before God. 

One way parents choose to mark this special event is with a 
church service, at which your child is named and God’s   
blessing is asked for your child and for you as well. 

 

Baptism and  Thanksgiving 

Services and Times 

We offer two services: a Baptism Service and a Thanksgiving 
Service. On the following pages, there are brief descriptions 
of each Service. Please read them carefully and think about 
which one would be best for you and your child. 

Baptisms or Thanksgivings are held after our morning 
services at 11.30am on the 2

nd
, or 4

th
 Sunday of the 

month.  

You are invited to attend any of our regular church services.  
The 8am and 10am services are traditional Prayer Book    
Services, held in the church building.  

The 9.45am and the 5.30pm contemporary services are  held 
in our new auditorium. Most of our young families attend the 
9.45am services. A pre-school and children’s church program 
runs in during the 9.45am services.  
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APPLICATION FOR A  

BAPTISM OR THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

 
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF  

ST SIMON AND ST JUDE, BOWRAL 
 

 

Father’s Name _____________________________________________
  
    
Mother’s Name_____________________________________________
   
 
Child’s Full Name ___________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth   ______________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone  ______________ (H) ______________ (Wk) ____________ (M) 
 
Email  ____________________________________________________ 

 
Baptism     or     Thanksgiving      (Please circle one) 
 
Preferred Date  and Service _________________________________  
 

Please do not make firm arrangements  
until you confirm the date with the Minister. 

 
Names of Sponsors/Godparents (if same surname, please indicate if 
married) 

__________________________          __________________________ 
 
__________________________          __________________________ 
 
Return to:  The Office, St Jude’s Church, 82 Bowral St, BOWRAL,  
  NSW 2576 or office@bowralanglican.org.au 

For office use:  
Thanksgiving or Baptism: __________________Confirmed by Minister:________________ 
 
Date of Baptism:___________________Entered in Register:_________________________ 
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Any Questions? 

 

Should you need further information or clarification of some 
points, don’t hesitate to contact our Church Office on          
(02) 4857 4021. The staff and members of the congregation 
are only too happy to help if they can. 
 
Other contact names and numbers are listed below: 
 
Minister :  The Rev. Stephen Fifer 
   Phone: (02) 4857 4022 
   E-mail: stephen.fifer@bowralanglican.org.au 

 
Parish Secretary:  
   Mrs Jeannine Garrard 
   82 Bowral Street, Bowral, 2576 
   Phone: (02) 4857 4021 
   E-mail: office@bowralanglican.org.au 
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St Jude’s Anglican Sunday Services are as follows: 

 

CHURCH BUILDING 

 

8am  Holy Communion 

10am  Morning Prayer (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays) 
   Holy Communion (1

st
 and 3

rd
 Sundays) 

 
AUDITORIUM 
 
9.45am  Contemporary Service 
   (with Pre-School & K-9 children's programs) 
 
5:30pm  Contemporary Service  

 

 
 

Other children’s activities at St. Jude’s during school 

terms:  

 

Cubbyhouse (for 0 to 5 year olds) takes place on       

Mondays 10am-12noon, held in the Children’s area at 

the back of the auditorium. 

 

LiveWire (for School Years 6-12) takes place on        

Fridays 6pm-8pm, held at the Southern Highlands  

Christian School Hall. 

 

Please direct all enquiries to our Church Office 

Telephone 4857 4021 (9am-3pm, Monday-Thursday). 



4 

 

Baptism Service 

This Service is a special family event. It is different from a Thanksgiving 
Service because it signifies membership in God’s church. It is a Service 
where Christian parents bring their children before their church family and 
claim God’s promises of forgiveness and new life in Jesus. 

However, this is not a magical ceremony or a way of ensuring that your 
child goes to heaven. It is a symbolic service, showing that you believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that his death on the cross pays 
the penalty for our rebellion against God.  

At a Baptism Service, the following things take place: 

 We recognise that all life comes from God. 

 You declare in public that you are a follower of Jesus Christ and a 
member of his church. 

 You make promises, on behalf of your child, that you  will teach him/
her what it means to trust in Jesus. 

 Your child is welcomed as a member of the church. 

 Water is sprinkled on your child’s head. 

 We pray for your child by name. 

 We pray for you in your role as parents. 

 Parents and godparents receive a special certificate to remember 
the special occasion.  

The promises made at a Baptism Service imply a serious Christian com-
mitment. For this reason, we run a short preparation course, to help you 
think through the meaning of the promises you will make. 

If you decide you would like a Baptism Service, there is a Preparation 
Course in which we ask you to participate. One of our ministers will meet 
with both parents to look at what it means to be a follower of Jesus and a 
member of his church. This can be a very helpful and encouraging time, 
and is done in a relaxed and informal way. The ministers are happy to 
meet at your home. 

We do encourage you to visit the church and meet us and other members 
of the church before the baptism takes place. This will make your service 
much more personal and meaningful. 

There is no fee for a Baptism Service. 

Please fill out the Application Form in this booklet and return it to us as 
soon as you can. 
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Thanksgiving Service 

A Thanksgiving Service is designed for people who are not regular mem-
bers of the church, but who do acknowledge God’s gift of life and seek his 
blessing on their child. 

At a Thanksgiving Service, the following things take place: 

 

 We firstly recognise that all life comes from God. 

 We thank God for the birth of your child. 

 Your child is appropriately named. 

 In the presence of family, godparents and friends, we pray for God’s 
blessing on your child as he or she grows up in His world and for His 
guidance in your role as parents. 

 Parents and godparents receive a certificate to remember the special 
occasion. 

 
Please note: There is no water used in a Thanksgiving Service. Unlike a 
Baptism Service, there is no expectation that you are a member of the 
church. There is no requirement to do a course on Christianity, but we do 
recommend that you take the opportunity to find out what the Bible teaches 
and how it is relevant to 21

st
 Century life and being a parent.  

We do encourage you to visit the church and meet people before the 
Thanksgiving takes place. This will make your Service much more         
personal and meaningful. 

No fee is charged for a Thanksgiving Service. 

Please fill out the Application Form in this booklet and return it to us as 
soon as you can.  


